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Operatian*  «f  ike  VIccia  under  Porter  aud 
Varraiinl. 

Wieumeioii,  Suiiilay,  Hay  2i. 

The  Kavy  Departmenl  has  leceived  iuforiuution 
tbat  Admiral  Fomut  tiaa  been  cooperating  wiih  Gen. 
GjtAHf  In  the  )leg«  of  Vlckeburg,  His  fleet  wae  caii- 
Donadlng  the  city  and  It*  works  (SIIU  In  the  hand«  ol 
tJie  rebeU)  by  night,  while  G&ami'b  aruiy  acsalled  It 
by  day,  thus  giving  the  rebels  within  the  town  and 
lutrencltiuentf  not.  a  inouient'i  relaxation  irom  the 
perils  ol  their  eltuatioo. 

The  same  department  has  also  received  olticial  In- 
fonuatlon  that  Admiral  F^niiAUUT'a  Aeut  is  actively 
engaged  InbombaruInK  Fort  Uudeon. 

REBEL  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  DEl-EAT. 


I  FOHXRfSS  MoKHOi,  Suiuluy,  May  1:4. 

I    ^  Tlic  Rlchiuoiui  DH'patch  of  May  23  contaiiis  (lie 

I  (allowing  i 

'  I"  Moi<iL»j  ThursJuy,  May  ili. 

i      In  Saturdays  light  we    lott  tlilrty  plecci>  uf  ariil- 
lory,  wliicli  were  spllted  and  abandoned. 
On  Saturday  the  i'^euerals  advanced  to  take  llio  13ig 
I  Blacli  bridge,  but  were  repulsed.  Thty  crossed  lii^l.er 
I  up,  and    took   ua   in  the  rear  where  the  bridi^e  was 
'  burned  aud  tlio  works  abandoned.   Our  iucs  la  lieavy. 
I      ViclibburgU  Is  closely   besieged.    'I'iio   enemy    is 
closing  In  on  every  side.'' 

The  Kichmond  Enquirer,  in  addition  to  the  Mobile 
telegram  0/  May  21,  says  ; 
"  Cen.  LoftiNo  has  aseameU  eoitrnand  of  JanVeon. 

No  official  confirmation  has  beea  received  here  of  the 
croeslng  of  the  Bl«  Black  by  the  Federals,  or  of  he 
destruclion  of  the  bridge  and  abandonment  of  lio 
works.  Private  dispatches  from  Jackson  up  to  me 
aaa  say  nothing  of  these  events." 

HlABdOAttTERS  AaUT  OF  TBS  POtOMAC,  I 

SoNBAi,  May  24.  I 

The  latest  published  rebel  intelligence  from  Vicks- 
burgh  is  in  effect  that  Gen.  Gea.si  had  crossed  the  ' 
Big  Black  above  the  burnt  bildge,  and  had  clrcu^i- 
vented  Vic'isburgh,  taking  thirty  rebel  guns.  The 
papeis  speak  mournfuUy  of  their  prospocts  in  the 
Southwest,  and  hope  that  affairs  theie  may  prove  less 
disastrous  than  rei>orted. 

ADDITIONAL  BBBEL  ACCOUNTS. 
From  the  Montgomery  (Ala.)  Ad«r<.«r,  llav  18. 
The  rumors  as  to  the  fall  of  Jackson,  Miss  ,  ip 
clrculaUon  yesterday,  were  so  vague  and  uncertain, 
that  we  had  well  nluh  despaired  of  hearing  anylU'08 
Intelligible  from  that  quarter. 
Itiapoear.  that   the  fight  began  at  an  ei'lyj'f"^. 


his  complacent  predecessor  had  so  far  anticipated 
the  evacuation  as  to  have  the  most  important  sup- 
piles  and  the  archives  and  other  articles  of  value  re» 
moved.  Our  armt/ has  four  mouths  provisions  at  Vtcks- 
bur/;h.  We  have  ample  forces  in  com;nunloation  in 
Mississippi,  under  the  masteily  lead  of  Juiinsion,  Io 
meet  and  repel  the  Invadeis  ;  but  It  rnay  require  seme 
little  lime  to  put  our  forces  in  tlii;  proper  position. 
OKN.  JOE  JOUKSTON  IN  VULL  COMMAND  OP  illfi 
KEBEL  J'ORCIS  AlvOUND  VICKSUURfin. 
From  the  Rickmand  Ewfuirir,   May  20. 

The  "  itlieat  towards  Viclisburfh"  of  (Jen.  Gkam'3 
army,  mentioned  in  a  lalo  dispatch,  proves  to  have 
been  an  advance  of  the  FtdcraU  uji  >n  Vti.k!,bi.rt;h. 
Tliey  have  been  mot  by  «ien.  rKUusAr\jN,  near  the 
easleiii  bunk  ol  the  Big  Black  River, 

Vlcksbuigh,  therefore,  may  now  be  said  to  be  be- 
sieged both  by  lund  and  water  ;  anl  if  some  huii/iy 
combination  be  not  made  bilweeu  the/orces  unit:i  Pmi- 
liKHTON  drtil  JouNBToN  the  heroic  City  may  jjossihig  Jail. 
Cen.  JoiiNblOM  is  in  tke  suiiitme  command  jo  thai  de- 
yarinen', 

THE  FALL  OF  VlCKsiBlHi^ii. 

Wabuinotom,  Sunday,  May  2i. 

At  11  A.  M.  to-day,  the  President  received 
the  following  telegraphic  announcement  tliat 
Vicksburgh  is  ours: 

"C1.EVE1..1ND,  Ohio.  Sunday,  May  2i. 

A  dispatch  from  Mr.  Fullek,  the  manager  of 
the  telegraph  at  Mer.iphis,  dated  late  in  tlio 
night,  saye  the  Stars  and  Stripes  float  over 
Vicksburgh,  and  the  victory  is  complete.  I  havo 
held  this  nieseage,  hoping  to  get  the  ooniiniiu- 
tion,  but  the  line  has  been  interrupted,  and  I 
now  give  it  to  you  as  it  reached  me.  I  iLii.it 
the  wires  will  be  all  right  soon." 

THK  NEWS  FULLY  CREDITED. 

WASuiNiitoN,  Sunday,  May  24. 
Up  to  10  P.  M.,  no  furlhei-  news  fiom  Vicl<s- 
burgh  had  been  received,  since  the  dispatch  tid 
Cleveland,  announcing  the  fall  of  the  city.  The 
news  is  fully  credited,  however,  and  there  ia  gen- 
eral rejoicing  over  the  practical  reopening  of  tlie 
Missisbippi. 

FROU    ANOTHER  COHRESFOMIENT. 

Wasainoton,  Sunday,  May  24, 
Up  to  10  o'clock  to-night  the  President  had  re- 
ceived no  further  Intelligence,  excepting  a  telegram 
fromMemphlE,dated  4:30  this  aflernoon,eaying nothing 
later  yet  than  the  morning  report  of  the  capture  of 
Vicksburgh. 
From  the  facts  already  received,  no  docbt  seems  to 


11  .appears    luai    m*   -o—    — ■> —  ,     r 

Thursday  morning,  some  eignt  miles  southwest  01 
JacksoD.  and  continued  neatly  all  day,  our  tro^ 
co,nmanded  »y  Johnston  and  the  enemy's  "f  ^roTif.  w  « 
w«re  finallv  driven  back  to  Jackson,  and  fought  them 
mrough  the  streeuuntuo-rerpoweredbygreatly  super-    be  entertained  in  any  quarter  ol  the  fall  of  Vicks- 

lor  numbers,  and  were  compelled  to  evacute  the  city.     j,urgh.   The  official  confirmation,  however,  is  awaited 

the  enemy 's'forces  amounting  to  about  20.000  or  30.000,    „i,h  anxiety.    There  was  rejoicing  throughout  the 

and  our  own  only  to  about  9,000.    Gen.  Johnston  then    ^ity  to-day.  . 

retreated  on  Canton,  twenty-four  miles  due  north  of 

Jackson.   situated   on  the    wagon  road  connecting 

thence  by  Valden  to  the  road  running  due  ea^t  to  the 

Yazoo  River,  and  leading  dhectly  to  Vicksburgh, 

some  seventy  miles  from  Jeckson  by  this  route. 

When  heard  from   yesterday  moraine,    ""/"""*' 

cavalry  wreatBrandon.on  the  Southern  Road,  twenty 

odd  miles  this  side  of  Jackson,  near  which  point  we 

had  a  force  to  protect  the  road.    This  fact  is  official, 

and  may  be  railed  on.  ,,    »    m 

Gen,  J0BN8TON   had   arrived   at  Jackson  11  A.  M. 

Wednesday,  and  the  fight  commenciug  so  early  the 

next  morning,  lelt  him  no  time  to  reorgnnizo  and  con,  , 
centrate  the  forces,  and  he  no  doubt  made  a  desperate 
resistance  under  great  disadvantages.  It  i'  'f'ted  that 
some  days  be/ore  leaving  Tennessee  Ce„.  Johaslon  sent 
Gen.  Pembcrton  an  order  to  somewhat  change  Ms  p.ans 
vohichwas  forthwith  set  aside  b,  the  latter  as  very  vni^op- 
er  directions  to  to  consequential  a  commander.  Yiiieteaf- 
on  Gen.  Jounbton  received  an  order  at  the  last  mo- 
ment on  Saturday  to  go  to  Mississippi  and  take  com- 
mand of  the  army.  He  lelt  the  same  day,  and  ar- 
rived in  unprecedented  time,  as  before  "tated- 
w..Hn*.riav   mornlnK.    We    are   glad   to  learn  thift^ 


o/^. 


HIGHLY  IMPORTANT  OFFICIAL   DETAILS. 


An  Official  Aunouuccmcnt  to  the 

President  that   Vicks- 

burgh  has  Fallen. 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  Floating  Over 
the  Rebel  Stronghold. 


THE  VICTORY    COMPLETE., 

Prolialile    CaittBire    of  tBic 

Entire  Rebel  Army  Uu- 

dcr  Peniberton. 


omclal  Details  of  Gen.  Client's  Pro- 
gress After  Leaviug  Jackson* 


Two  Great  Battles   Fought  on   Saturday 
and  Suaday,  I6II1  and  17tb. 


rifty-Seven  Pieces  of  Artillery 
Captured. 


Heavy     l.osses    of    ibe    £ueiny 

iu  Milled,  'Wooauded  uud 

FrisouerSs 


THE  CROSSING  OF  TUE  BIG  BLACK. 


Capture  of  Halnee'   Bltii7  and   Inveat- 
meut  of  the  City, 


€o-opera(iou    by    Adtuh'ai    PorietV 
Gimboals* 


TflE  REBELS  KEPT  BUSY,  DAY  AJVD  MfiHT. 


The  following  dispatch  was  received  iji  Wash- 
In^tou  on  Saturday,  and  appeared  in   our  Sunday 

editfon-: — 

Meufhis,  Tcnn.,  Saturday,  May  23. 
Col.  Atison  Slater,  Washington,  D.  C:   _ 

Official  inlormalion  from  below,  to  Wednebday, 
•tales  that  Gen.Grant  has  captarad  Haines'  Blujf 
*nd  the  outer  works  of  Vickslurgh,  a  large  nam- 
lir  of  prisoners,  and  fifty-seven  pieces  of  ar- 
Itlltry. 

The  battle  is  btill  raging,  with  every  prospect  of 
**pturing  the  entire  force  in  Vicksburgh. 

We  hold  Jackeon,  Black  Biver  Bridge  tud 
Haines'  Bluff. 

A  report  i«  making  up  for  Waohington. 

(Bigned.)  W.  G.  Fullsb, 

Ass't  Manager  of  Telegraph. 


W  ABUiMUTON,  Saturday,  May  23. 

The  following  dinpatch  haB  jubI  been  received 
kl  the  War  Department : 

MKuruiu,  Tcnn.,  Saturday,  May  23. 

I  lorward  the  following,  just  received  from  Col. 
John  A,  Rawlins,  Assistant  AiVjiitant-General : 
RiiK  ov  ViOKeuuitou,  Wednetday,  May  20,  1803, 

The  Army  of  the  TennesBee  landed  at  Bruins- 
burgh  on  the  30th  of  April. 

On  the  let  of  May  we  fought  t|i«  battle  of  Port 
<31b8ont  and  defeated  the  rebels  under  Gen. 
S0W£N,  whotie  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  pris- 
oners, was  at  least  l,fJUO,  and  loss  in  artillery 
ilvc  pieces. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  at  the  battle  of  Raymond, 
the  rebels  were  defeated  with  a  loss  of  600. 

On  the  Uth  of  May  we  defeated  Gen.Jobt.ru 
£.  JouMuiON,  and  captured  Jacksou  with  a  loss 
1«>4he  enemy  of  100,  besides  immense  stores  and 
Viunufactures,  and  seventeen  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  16tb  of  May  we  fought  the  bloody  and 
decisive  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  in  which  the 
entire  force  of  Vicksburgh,  under  Gen.  Pemberton, 
uas  defeated  with  the  loss  of  2d  pieces  of  artillery 
mud  4,000  men. 

On  the  17th  of  Moy  we  defeated  the  same  force 
«t  the  Big  Black  River  Bridge,  with  the  loss  of 
3,600  men  and  seventeen  pieces  of  arlillery. 

On  the  18i)i  of  May  we  invested  Vicksburgh 
«loseIy. 

To-day  Gen.  Stekli;  carried  the  rifle-pits  on  the 
'Uorth  of  the  city. 

The  right  of  the  army  rests  on  the  Missustppi 
nloce  Vicksburgh.  John  A.  IUwmns, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Gencrai. 

PoBTaDBiPT.— I  learn  further  that  there  are  from 
iiilaea  to  twenty  thousand  men  in  Vlcksb  urt',and 
■ihii  P-tmberton  has  lost  nearly  all  his  field  artW 
i*ry,  aud  that  the  cannonading  at  Vicksbuf^ 
tlosed  at  about  3  P.  M.  vn  the  i^th  of  May.  »->- 

6en.  Oram  has  probably  captured  nsHrt'.',-  ■(, 

• ^V 

■  f 
Vtoo  CJi'cat    Battles    uc   Enkc»'a  ^^V  < 


Black    Kivor    Bridge. 
*Jhe  following   dispatch    was  received    by    ...^ 
War  Department  yesterday  : 

MjfMFUis,  Tenn..  May  22— ii  >j  A.  W. 
Jion.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 
Hkt  fcijcwiuy  di»iiatcl)  hau  be«u  reteiveil  vi 

these  headquarters,  and  is  forwarded  as  request- 
«'^-  8-  A.  HURLBUT,  Major-General. 

RlAB  or   ViCKBBDHail,  } 

May  20,   1663— C  A.  U.         j 
Hon.  E.  a.  Slanion,  Secretary  qf  War: 

Gen.  Gbami  won  a  great  and  momentous  victory 
over  the  reikis  under  Pkubibton,  on  the  Jackson 
and  Vicksburgh  road  at  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  16th 
Inet. 

PiidiiiRKiN  bad  a  most  formidable  position  on  the 
crest  of  a  wooded  hill,  over  wliich  the  road  passes 
longitudinally.  He  had  about  25,000  men.  The  bat- 
tle begun  at  11  A.M.,  and  was  gained  at  4  P.  M.  Its 
brunt  was  borne  by  Hoviv's  division  of  MoCua- 
MARB'b  corps,  aud  by  Logan's  and  Caocwa'a  divisions 
of  McPbibsom's  corps. 

IIoviv  attacked  the  Ulll,  and  held  the  greater  part 
of  It  till  2  o'clock  k".  M.,  when,  having  lost  1,600  men. 
he  was  succeeded  by  Boouir's  and  Holmis'  brigades 
of  CttooKEB's  division,  by  which  the  conflict  was  end- 
ed in  that  part  of  the  field.    lioouM  lost  300  men. 


Lbdis  operated  on  the  rlgf.t,  and  cut  offtheenemj'i 
direct  retreat,  so  that  lie  wnu  compelled  to  escape  by 
Ills  right  flank  through  the  woods.  LoflAa  lost  400 
killed  and  wounded.     We  took  about  2.000  prisoners. 

On  llie  17th,  advaoclng  to  theiUlg  Black,  we  lought 
PsKDSETON  Btain  at  the  bridge  there,  and  captured 
3,000  more  piiijoners.  He  fought  In  rlfle-pll«,  pro- 
tected byadllBcult  bayou  full  of  abattli.  Lawu's 
brigaae  of  M<iCi,»«SA»ii'3  corps  charged  the  rlfie-plt* 
magnificently,  and  took  more  prljoners  thin  their  own 
number!.  I'smushto-n  burned  his  bridge,  tad  reiurntd 
to  Vlcktburgh  with  only  three  cannon  out  of  sixty 
that  he  had  takes  out. 

Building  four  bridges  over  tf.e  Big  Black,  Gen. 
GuANi  arrived  befoie  the  town  on  ilie  evening  of  the 
l»lh,  and  now  holds  it  cloiely  Invested.  He  h»d 
opened  a  line  ol  supplies  vii  Chlokasaw  Bayou,  bar- 
ing cut  the  town  off  from  Haines'  Bluff,  which  Is 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  which  Gen.  Gkaki  will 
occupy. 

There  was  tharp  fighting  thiough  the  day  yeeter 
day. 

Stistt  won  and  holds  the  upper  bluffs,  and  the  ene- 
my's upper  water  batleiies,  and  gels  water  from  the 
Mhsissippl. 

SiUEUAN's  corps  iott  yesterday  MO  liiltd  ar.d 
wounded. 

Mcl'usaBON,  who  holds  the  centre,  lost  little,  at  did 
McCLinNANii,  who  holds  the  left. 

The  gunboiits  kept  the  onemy  alert  during  the 
iiiKlit,  and  probubly  the  town  will  be  carried  to-day. 

There  are  from  15,000  to  20,COO  men  In  It. 
PREVIOUS  DISPATCH  PROM  GEN.  HURLBUT. 
MEMfHiB,  TsNK.,  Thursday,  May  21, 1863—11  jV.M. 
Maj.-Gert.    H.     W.  Hallak,    General-in-Chief 
Washington  : 
A  citizen  has  arrived  at  Lagrange  who  left 
Canton   on  Saturday  morning.     He  reports  that 
Qcn.   Jos  JonNSTON  was  at  Calhoun,  seventeen 
miles  north  of  Jackson,  with  6,000  men,  endeavor- 
ing to  eftect  a  junction  witli  Gen.  Pbmbebion,  at 
Edwards'   Station.    At  Htlly  Springs   he  saw  a 
dispatch  from  Canton,  dated  the  19th,  as  follows  : 

"  Central  Geani  was  rtlnforcea  and  drove  the 
enemy  into  his  intreiichrnents  on  the  Big  Bl.tck, 
General  Jounbion  ordered  alibis  provisions  from 
Cauton.  The  Pearl  River  Bridge  at  Jackson  and  the 
trestle  work  at  I^randon  v.eie  burned.'' 

S.  A.  HURLBUT.  Major-Gcneral. 

HEPORTS  RECEIVED  FROM  CAIRO. 

Camo,  SuDOay,  May  24. 

It  is   reported  that  Gen.  Siikruan  has   taken 
UaiiiCb'  and   CliickusuKr  Bluffs,  with  6,0CO  priiosers, 
100  guns,   and   ammunition   and  commissary  «tore£. 
The    priionfrs   were    paroled  and    sent  across  ihe  : 
Yazoo. 

Auotlier  report  says  those  points  were  evacuated, 
and  81UAUAN  took  quiet  possession. 

Gen,  Gbami  attacaeu  the  upper  batteries  of  Vicks- 
burgh Sunday,  while  the  gunboalt  attacked  the  watir 
batteries. 

Tacbday  the  upper  batteries  were  captured  tud 
turned  on  the  water  batteries. 

The  paroled  prisoners  who  were  brousbt  across 
from  Vlcksbi'.rgb  say  our  forces  have  possession  of 
the  entire  line  of  outer  fortlhcatlont,  and  rebel  oth- 
cers  told  these  men  4hce  the  capture  of  Haine's 
Bluff  that  there  was  no  chance  of  escape. 

The  rebel  force  Is  estimated  from  20,000  to  30,000. 
'  Tin  tiiiUtit  confusion  ijisted  amone  tkem.    Officer! 
were  ur.able  to  keep  the  hue  of  battle. 

The  £m>ir<»j— the  last  boat  up— says  when  she  left 
Wednesday  evening  the  firing  bad  erased.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  rebels  surrendered. 

Gen.  UiAiB  reached  Chickasaw  Bluffs  on  Tuteday, 
aud  was  sent  down  for  rations.    The  Federal  lots  is 
,  reported  heavy. 


Lincoln  Asked  Him  for  News  of  Vicksburg 


V '  -    ' 
From   Lincoln 

On  the  evening  of  May  24,  1863, 
a  wire  from  Washington  carried 
this   message: 

Anson  Stager,  Cleveland,  O.— 
Late  last  night  Fuller  telegraphed 
you,  as  you  say,  that  "the  Stars  and 
Stripes  float  over  Vicksburg  and 
the  victory  is  complete."  Did  he 
know  what  he  said,  or  did  he  say 
it  without  knowing  it?  Your  dis- 
patch of  this  afternoon  throws  some 
doubt  upon  it.  A.  Lincoln. 

Vicksburg,  long  besieged,  did  not 
fall  into  Union  hands  until  July  4. 
Apparently,  fuller  had  said  "it 
without  knowing  it."  At  least,  the 
president  knew  where  to  direct  his 
inquiry.  I  know  of  no  record  'of 
Stager's  reply. 

Who  was  Anson  Stager?  Cleve- 
land's many  historians  have  had 
little  or  nothing  to  say  about  him. 
He  neither  was  born  here  nor  died 
here  but  for  a  dozen  years  he  was 
an  important  figure  in  Cleveland 
and  he  is  buried  here.  In  1863  when 
Lincoln  wired  him  to  ask  about 
Vicksburg  Stager  was  superintend- 
ent of  all  the  Union  telegraph  lines. 
He  was  supposed  to  know. 
Anson    Stager 

Anson  Stager  was  born  in  On- 
tario County,  New  York,  in  1825  and 
spent  his  boyhood  in  Rochester. 
His  first  job  was  that  of  printer's 
devil  in  the  office  of  the  Rochester 
Democrat.  Here  he  came  under  the 
influence  of  the  mercurial  Henry 
O'Reilly  and  soon  his  interest  in 
printing  as  a  vocation  faded  out. 
In  the  history  of  the  telegraph  in 
America  O'Reilly  was  a  figure  of 
importance,  particularly  in  the  mid- 
dle '40s  when  the  country  was  astir 
with  the  commercial  possibilities  of 
this  new  agency  of  communication. 

By  1845,  Stager  had  advanced  to 
a  bookkeeper's  job.  More  impor- 
tant to  him,  as  it  turned  out,  that 
same  year  O'Reilly  contracted  with 
S.  F.  B.  Morse  and  his  associates 
to  build  a  telegraph  line  from 
Philadelphia  to  the  middle  west. 
Bookkeeper  Stager  caught  the 
fever,  left  his  ledgers  to  study 
telegraphy  and  by  the  time  the  first 
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O'Reilly  line  was  ready  for  busi- 
ness he  was  ready  to  operate  its 
Lancaster  office. 

Stager's  rise  in  the  new  industry 
was  rapid.  By  1847  he  was  man- 
ager of  the  Pittsburgh  office  and 
before  the  year  ended  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati as  manager  of  the  operating 
department  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Cin- 
cinnati &  Louisville  Telegraph  Co. 
Five  years  later  he  became  general 
superintendent  of  the  New  York  & 
Mississippi  Valley  Printing  Tele- 
graph Co.,  af  that  time  the  principal 
telegraphic  system  of  the  West. 
In  Cleveland 

He  came  to  Cleveland  in  1856  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  West- 
ern Union,  which  had  come  into 
existence  that  year.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
made  manager  of  all  telegraph  lines 
in  the  Department  of  Ohio  and 
before  long  became  military  su- 
perintendent of  all  telegraph  lines 
and  offices  in  the  North.  Stager's 
genius  for  organization  served  his 
country  well.  Under  his  direction 
were  built  and  operated  some  15,000 
miles  of  military  lines,  comprising 
a  system  of  marvelous  usefulness 
to  the  Union  cause,  a  fact  recog- 
nized by  Secretary  Stanton  in  a 
letter  to  President  Lincoln.  For 
the  first  time  in  military  history 
commanders  in  the  field  could  keep 
in  touch  with  each  other  and  all 
of  them  with  general  headquarters. 
The  wires  followed  the  armies. 
These  activities  required  long  ab- 
sences from  Cleveland  but  this  city 
remained  his  home. 

At  the  war's  close  Stager  was 
breveted  a  brigadier  general.  He 
refused  a  proffered  appointment  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  en- 
tire Western  Union  system  and  ac- 
cepted, instead,  the  superintendency 
of  its  central  division,  in  part  be- 
cause this  would  permit  him  to  re- 
main a  Clevelander.  However,  in 
1869  this  office  was  moved  to  Chi- 
cago and  Stager  went  with  it.  Both 
in  Cleveland  and  Chicago  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  many  industrial 
enterprises. 


Thus  two  Cleveland  names  stand 
high  in  the  history  of  telegraphy, 
Jeptha  H.  Wade  and  Anson  Stager. 
Wade  was  the  older  by  fourteen 
years  and  got  into  the  picture  from 
the  construction  ;3ide.  while  Stager 
made  his  entrance  from  the  side 
of  management.  The  two  men 
were  said  to  have  met  first  by 
chance  at  a  railroad  lunch  counter 
in  Shelby,  O.,  and  from  that  for- 
tuitous encounter  grew  an  informal 
partnership  which  continued  many 
years. 

The  Cleveland  headquarters  of 
the  Western  Union  was  in  the 
Washington  Block,  at  the  corner  of 
Bank  and  St.  Clair,  across  the  street 
from  the  Kennard  House.  Wade 
and  Stager  with  offices  under  the 
same  roof,  lived  not  far  from  each 
other  on  Euclid,  Avenue  in  the  sec- 
tion then  and  long  afterward  famed 
for  its  mansions. 

Several  vitally  important  steps  in 
the  development  of  the  Western 
Union  were  credited  to  Stager.  For 
one  he  originated  the  form  of  con- 
tract which  gave  to  that  corporation 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  stringing 
wires  along  railroad  rights  of  way. 
Stager  was  said  to  have  been,  in 
his  early  days,  the  first  to  read  a 
telegraphic  message  by  sound. 

Anson  Stager  died  in  Chicago  in 
March,  1885.  His  body  was  brought 
to  Cleveland  for  burial  in  Lake 
View  Cemetery,  which  his  friend 
Wade  had  been  influential  in  estab- 
lishing. A  guard  of  honor,  com- 
posed by  prominent  Chicago  indus- 
trialists, accompanied  Stager  on  his 
last  journey,  among  them  Robert 
T.  Lincoln,  son  of  the  president  who 
had  wired  him  for  news  of  Vicks- 
burg. 
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Si^nifica 


By  Irving  Wallace,  David  Wallechinsky  and  Amy  Wallace 


Union  soldiers  try  to  reroute  the  Mississippi  past  enemy  stronghold  in  1862 


Last  Ditch  Ditch 

An  effort  was  once  made  to 
change  the  course  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River.  During  the 
Civil  War,  the  river's  course 
was  a  hazard  for  the  North  because  it 
looped  past  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  right 
under  bluffs  that  gave  the  Confeder- 
ates^ommand  over  17  miles  of  water. 
Boats  passing  below  could  not  raise 
their  guns  high  enough  to  fire  at  the 
fortifications  above.  Vicksburg  was 
an  important  prize  because  it  linked 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas  with 
the  rest  of  the  South. 

In  1862,  Union  Gen.  Thomas  Wil- 
liams tried  to  build  a  canal  to  reroute 
the  Mississippi  and  bypass  Vicksburg, 


but  rising  waters  foiled  him.  Then  in 
1863,  at  President  Lincoln's  request, 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  tried  to  widen  Wil- 
liams' canal  to  make  it  usable.  Four 
thousand  men  were  put  to  work  with 
dredges,  picks  and  shovels.  Grant 
called  this  "a  series  of  experiments  to 
consume  time,  and  to  divert  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy,  of  my  troops,  and 
of  the  public  generally."  That  was  all 
the  canal  accomplished,  for  the  effort 
was  unsuccessful.  On  July  4,  1863, 
Grant  finally  took  Vicksburg  by  more 
conventional  means. 

Thirteen  years  later,  heavy  rains 
did  cause  the  Mississippi  to  change  its 
course,  bypassing  Vicksburg. 


^J^  /      VICKSBUF.G   4  JULY  1863.        Probably  nothing:   in   the  War  brouerht 

80  much  cheer   to   Lincoln  as   the  news  of   the  great   victories   of 
Grant  at   Vicksburg  and  of  Meade  at  Gettysbuirg  during  the   early 
days   of  July.      Grants'    Memoirs  are   invaluable   for    the  part  he 
took   in   the  '^ar.      Lincoln  and  his  relation    to    the  period  may 
be   studied  in  Charnwood,   Morse  and  Tar bell. 

GETTYSBURG  AND  ENVIRONS.      The  map  will    enable   the  student   to 
follow   the  action  of   the  great  battle  of  July  2,3,    1863. 

—  ^  Use  Grant      volI-550     ''°%i£,\M^-4M'^iM^  ^    iiL^.*  ^^ 
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•    Tha  Savannah  £epuhUcan  of  the  9ih  inat., 
however,  had  a  report"  that  Johnfiton,  by  a  strata 
geip,  had  eucceeded  in  crostiog  the  Big  BJaclc 
eeveral  dajs  previous,  and  throwing  re  infftrce- 
menia  into  Vicksbmrg.    The  Wot  Id,  in  publithing 
this  r€|K>rt,  flaid  that  a  ptivate  difi'-atcti,  received 
here  but  euppreased,  conhrued  the  information. 
The  regular  pabliehed  newspaper  dispatches  added 
none,  however,  up  to  the  time  of  its  publication ' 
here,  though  advices  were  then  in  our  poeseasion 
from  Haine'a  Bluff  on  the  10th.    These  advices 
stated  that  late  rains  had  improved  the  condition 
of  our  army,  that  our  lines  were  being  daily  con- ' 
,  tcacted,  that  Johnkton  was   still    receiving   re- 
^  inforcements  from  tha  east,  and  was  "  preparing 
to  move"  forward."    The  rumor  was  added  that 
6000  of  Kirby  ^Smith's  force  had  come  up  the 
^Washita  river,  and  were  making  demonstrations  ' 
IfH^  the  Louisiana  shore,  in  consequence  of  which 
-our  tropps  at  Mllikt;n'8  Bend  had  beeii  reinforced. 
IHiere  was  also  a  report  at  Mobile  th^t  Kirby 
Smith,  instead  of  being  at  Port  Hudson,  had 
taken  MLl^ktH|,*a  ^  Bend  and  cut  off  Gen.  Grant's 
euppHes.    , 


